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MP.072.MH – Eye-Anterior Segment Optical Coherence Tomography   
 
This policy applies to the following lines of business:  

 MedStar Employee (Select) 
 MedStar MA – DSNP – CSNP 
 MedStar CareFirst PPO  

 
MedStar Health considers Eye-Anterior Segment Optical Coherence Tomography 
(AS-OCT) medically necessary for at least one of the following: 

1. Narrow angle, suspected narrow angle and mixed narrow and open-angle 
glaucoma. 

2. Determining the proper intraocular lens (IOL) for a patient who has had prior 
refractive surgery and now requires cataract extraction. 

3. Iris tumor. 
4. Presence of corneal edema or opacity that precludes visualization or study of the 

anterior chamber. 
5. Calculation of lens power for cataract patients who have undergone prior 

refractory surgery.   
Note: Payment will only be made for the cataract codes as long as 
additional documentation is available in the patient record of their prior 
refractive procedure. Payment will not be made in addition to an Amplitude 
modulation scan (A-scan) or IOL master (a non-contact optical laser 
device that measures eye length and surface curvature). 

 
Limitations 
Limitations for AS-OCT include at least one of the following: 

1. This technique is not recommended for the general screening of glaucoma or 
other retinal diseases. 

2. It is not the preferred study for advanced glaucomatous damage. 
3. Fluorescein angiography and optical coherence tomography on the same day 

unless the medical record documents the need for both. 
4. It is expected that only two exams/eye/year would be required to manage the 

patient who has glaucoma. 
5. Services should be reported once whether performed unilaterally or bilaterally 

 
Background 
The American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) defines glaucoma as a group of 
diseases with certain features including an intraocular pressure that is too high for the 
continued health of the eye. According to CMS, Glaucoma is a leading cause of 
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blindness and also is diagnostically challenging. Almost 50% of glaucoma cases remain 
undetected. Glaucoma commonly causes a spectrum of related eye and vision 
changes, including erosion of the optic nerve and the associated retinal nerve fibers, 
and also loss of peripheral vision. 
 
Optical coherence tomography was invented in 1991 by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Optical coherence tomography is a non-invasive, non-contact imagining 
technique. It produces high resolution, cross-sectional tomographic images of ocular 
structures and is used for the evaluation of retinal disease.  
 
AS-OCT may be appropriate for use when performed for the evaluation of individuals at 
high risk for developing glaucoma and for monitoring of patients already diagnosed with 
mild or moderate glaucoma.  Individuals at high risk for developing glaucoma include: 

 Family history of glaucoma 

 Diabetes 

 Caucasians over 65 years old 

 African Americans over 40 years old 

 Hispanics over the age of 60 
 
Codes: 

CPT Codes / HCPCS Codes / ICD-10 Codes 

Code Description 

CPT Codes 

92132 Scanning computerized ophthalmic diagnostic imaging, anterior 
segment, with interpretation and report, unilateral or bilateral 

ICD-9 codes covered if selection criteria are met: 

364.89 Other disorders of iris and ciliary body 

365.02 Anatomical narrow angle borderline glaucoma 

365.05 Open angle glaucoma with borderline findings, high risk 

365.06 Primary angle-closure without glaucoma damage 

365.20 – 365.89 Primary angle-closure glaucoma unspecified – other specified 
glaucoma 

366.01-366.9 Senile and other specified cataract 

371.00 – 371.05 Corneal opacity unspecified – phthisical cornea 

371.20 – 371.24 Corneal edema unspecified – corneal edema due to wearing of contact 
lenses 

371.50-371.58 Corneal dystrophy 
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743.31-743.39 Congenital cataract and lens anomalies 

ICD-10 codes covered if selection criteria are met: 

A18.50-A18.59 Tuberculosis of eye 

H17.00-H17.9 Corneal scars and opacities 

H18.10-H18.239 Corneal edema unspecified-Secondary corneal edema unspecified eye 

H18.50-H18.59 Other hereditary corneal dystrophies 

H21.89 Other specified disorders of iris and ciliary body 

H22 Disorders of iris and ciliary body in diseases classified elsewhere 

H26.041 – 
H26.499 

Anterior subcapsular polar infantile and juvenile cataract/Other 
secondary cataract 

H26.9 Unspecified cataract 

H40.021-
H40.069 

Open angle with borderline findings, high risk- Primary angle closure 
without glaucoma damage 

H40.1490 Capsular glaucoma with pseudo exfoliation of lens, unspecified eye, 
stage 

H40.20X0-
H40.89 

Primary angle-closure glaucoma- Other specified glaucoma 

H42 Glaucoma diagnosis elsewhere classified 

Q12.0 – Q12.9 Congenital cataract and lens malformation 

 
References 

1. American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO). Preferred Practice Patterns 
Committee. Comprehensive adult medical eye evaluation. Oct. 2010. 
http://www.aao.org/preferred-practice-pattern/comprehensive-adult-medical-eye-
evaluation--octobe  

2. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Local Coverage 
Determination (LCD) No. L35038 - Scanning Computerized Ophthalmic 
Diagnostic Imaging (Contractor: Novitas Solutions, Inc.) Effective Date: 
10/01/2015. https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-
details.aspx?LCDId=35038&ver=21&Date=&DocID=L35038&bc=iAAAAAgAAAA
AAA%3d%3d&  

3. Corcoran SL. Medicare Reimbursement for Testing with the Visante OCT. 
Ophthalmology Management. 02/01//2008. Available at: 
http://www.ophthalmologymanagement.com/articleviewer.aspx?articleid=101587 

4. Glaucoma Research Foundation. What is the definition of glaucoma? Last 
Reviewed: August 27, 2012.  http://www.glaucoma.org/q-a/what-is-the-definition-
of-glaucoma.php 

http://www.aao.org/preferred-practice-pattern/comprehensive-adult-medical-eye-evaluation--octobe
http://www.aao.org/preferred-practice-pattern/comprehensive-adult-medical-eye-evaluation--octobe
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=35038&ver=21&Date=&DocID=L35038&bc=iAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3d%3d&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=35038&ver=21&Date=&DocID=L35038&bc=iAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3d%3d&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=35038&ver=21&Date=&DocID=L35038&bc=iAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3d%3d&
http://www.ophthalmologymanagement.com/articleviewer.aspx?articleid=101587
http://www.glaucoma.org/q-a/what-is-the-definition-of-glaucoma.php
http://www.glaucoma.org/q-a/what-is-the-definition-of-glaucoma.php


MP.072.MH – Eye-Anterior Segment Optical Coherence Tomography  
 Policy Number: MP.072.MH 

Last Review Date: 08/04/2016 
Effective Date: 09/01/2016 

Page 4 of 4 

5. Krema, H, Santiago, RA, Gonzalez, JE, et al.  Spectral-domain optical coherence 
tomography versus ultrasound biomircroscopy for imaging of nonpigmented iris 
tumors. Am J Ophthalmology. 2013 Oct; 156 (4) 806-812.e1. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23876869  

6. Medina CA, Plesec T, Singh AD. Optical coherence tomography imaging of 
ocular and periocular tumours. Br J Ophthalmol. 2014 Jul;98 Suppl 2:ii40-6. doi: 
10.1136/bjophthalmol-2013-304299. Epub 2014 Mar 5. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4208341/pdf/bjophthalmol-2013-
304299.pdf  

7. Optics.org. New growth for optical coherence tomography. Posted: 05/08/2008. 
Available at:  http://optics.org/article/34127 

8. Radhakrishnan S, Yarovoy D. Development in anterior segment imaging for 
glaucoma. Curr Opin Ophthalmol. 2014 Mar;25(2):98-103. doi: 
10.1097/ICU.0000000000000026. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24370972  

9. Smith SD, Singh K, Lin SC,  et al.  Evaluation of the Anterior Chamber Angle in 
Glaucoma:  A Report by the American Academy of Ophthalmology. 
Ophthalmology. 2013 Oct; 120(10), 1985-1987. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23978623  

10. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ).  National Guideline Clearinghouse: 
Comprehensive adult medical eye evaluation. Published: May 13, 2011. 
http://www.guideline.gov/content.aspx?id=25644 

 
Disclaimer: 
MedStar Health medical payment and prior authorization policies do not constitute 
medical advice and are not intended to govern or otherwise influence the practice of 
medicine.  The policies constitute only the reimbursement and coverage guidelines of 
MedStar Health and its affiliated managed care entities.  Coverage for services varies 
for individual members in accordance with the terms and conditions of applicable 
Certificates of Coverage, Summary Plan Descriptions, or contracts with governing 
regulatory agencies.    
 
MedStar Health reserves the right to review and update the medical payment and prior 
authorization guidelines in its sole discretion.  Notice of such changes, if necessary, 
shall be provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of provider agreements 
and any applicable laws or regulations.    
 
These policies are the proprietary information of Evolent Health.  Any sale, copying, or 
dissemination of said policies is prohibited. 
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